
                                       TOWN OF SARANAC 
                          REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
              FEBRUARY 25, 2008, 7:00 P.M. TOWN HALL 
 
 
 
Member Present: 
Joe Gerardi (Supervisor) 
Phil Rice (Councilman) 
Robert Blair (Councilman) 
Gerald Delaney (Councilman) 
Mary Bell (Town Clerk) 
Leo Vann (Highway Superintendent) 
Steve Petrashune (Assessor) 
Mark White (Tax Collector) 
Cindy Waldron (JCEO) 
 Mark Plumadore (Dog Control Officer) 
 
 
 
 
Also attending meeting:  Michele Petrashune, Robert Butler, Sylvia Newman, Marla 
Perry, Todd Perry, Joe Donnery, and Lisa Donnery. 
 
 
 
Supervisor (Joe Gerardi) opened regular board meeting at 7: 05 p.m. 
 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Philip Rice at the start of the Public Hearing. 
 
 
Consideration of Minutes of January 28, 2008 
                                           Resolution 14-2008 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion by: Bob Blair(C) second by: Jerry Delaney(C) 
PHIL-YES 
BOB-YES 
JERRY-YES 
JOE-YES 
 
 
 
Questions, Comments, Petitions from the floor: 
None 
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Correspondence: 
Property Tax relief: 
Received letter from the Chairman (Thomas R. Suozzi) for Governor Spitzer. 
Regarding the property tax relief meetings that are scheduled in the next few months. 
Anyone interested in attending the meetings there are dates and times of the meetings on 
the board in the Town ClerkÕs office. 
 
 
Supervisor’s Report: 
 
                                               Resolution 15-2008 
APPROVAL of Financial report: 
Motion by: Jerry Delaney(C) second by: Bob Blair (C) 
PHIL-YES 
BOB-YES 
JERRY-YES 
JOE-YES 
 
 
                                   SAVING ACCOUNT BALANCES 
 
                                  As of 1-31-08                                    As of 2-20-08 
General               $108,895.70                                         $110,886.86 
 
Saranac Ltg.            27,267.53                                            27,267.53 
 
Standish Ltg.             4,224.98                                              4,224.98 
 
General/Reserve    196,140.15                                         196,140.15 
 
Building Fund       101,224.30                                         101,224.30 
 
Highway               190,477.82                                         168,891.60 
 
Roads & Bridges 133,173.89                                         133,367.83 
 
Redford Water      65,556.77                                            69,416.89 
 
Standish Water      4,578.18                                              6,118.18 
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Saranac Water      9,125.56                                            10,983.88 
========================================== 
Expenditures in January                                            $191,038.04 
                                                 
Revenues in January                                                  $    8,322.89 
                                                     
TAX COLLECTION REPORT: 
 
TO COLLECT:                                  $1,694.646.00 
COLLECTED: 1-28-08                      $   499,575.15 
LEFT TO BE COLLECTED:             $1,194.770.85 
 
 
WATER TAX COLLECTION REPORT: 
District                      to Collect                   Collected                            Left to collect 
 
Redford                    $21,190.00                $ 3,900.00                            $17,290.00     
 
Standish                  $ 11,880.00               $ 1,540.00                            $ 10,340.00 
 
Saranac                  $ 11,760.00              $ 1,960.00                             $  9,800.00 
 
===================================================    
 
Email requests:       
The Town has received several e mails about different requests: One request was for the 
2008 calendar, which Mrs. Newman has sent. Also information on Genealogy workshops 
and information on the Saranac Fiddlers. 
 
 
Bruce Kilgore: 
 Will be coming in for a presentation at the next board meeting about wind towers 
Bruce lives on Nashville Road and has one. 
 
Highway SuperintendentÕs Report:            
Lee Vann reports: 
The Highway Department has had a busy month. They have been hauling sand out of the 
pit for 3 days.  
The crew has been cleaning the snow banks at different intersections throughout the 
Town. Some residents are not able to see pulling out of their driveways. 
The salt supply is okay for now. 
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Everything has been going up in cost. Fuel prices are up & down Culvert prices have 
increased 7%. The Superintendent hasnÕt got information yet on the salt contract for 
2008/09 winter. 
Chip money will be going down 3%. 
The Superintendents throughout the County will be going to hopefully change that. 
Lobbying this year will be March 5th, 2008. Once a year they go down to Albany. 
The Superintendent is requesting a 350,000 BTU furnace for the Town garage. 
Saving on fuel prices for the Town is the reason for the furnace to be purchased. 
 
 
Reports 
 
Water Districts: 
 
 
Redford: 
Bob Blair: 
Annual report is due by March. 
 
 
 
Standish: 
 Jerry Delaney: 
Annual report is due in March 
 
 
Saranac: 
Meeting with Engineer A.  Abdallah: 
Supervisor (Joe Gerardi) met with the engineer Mr. Abdallah on February 7 regarding 
the Saranac Water. He is looking into grant money to fund the water system. 
 
 
 
 
Code Officer’s Report: 
 
121Clinton Street, Redford roof  
 
Eugene Dickerman wasnÕt at meeting due to not feeling well. 
He has contacted the owner of the 121 Clinton Street  property regarding the garage roof 
which fell in from heavy snow fall. The building is unsafe and needs to be (1). 
Demolished or (2) repaired (put a new roof on building).Waiting for a response from the 
owner of the Building. 
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Dog Control Officer’s Report: 
Report is attached to these minutes. 
 
 
 
Community Outreach Program: 
Dates (01-28-08 Ð 02-22-08) 
 
136 # Visits to center for all services including clothes, toys, and household items. 
 
 14 # trips coordinated to medical appointments. 
 
 18 # Households received Emergency Food. 
 
 10 # Monthly Food Co-op purchased. 
 
 32 # Volunteer hours given to the Center. 
 
 20 # Information & referral. 
 
 22 # HEAP applications. 
 
Received ÒSoup for the Super bowlÓ from Saranac Middle School.  Mr. Cross and 
volunteers brought 1,713 soups to the Outreach for the food shelf. Thank you to all the 
teachers, staff, students and parents for this generous donation. 
 
 
Recreation: 
Bob Blair reports: 
Nothing at this time. 
 
 
Assessor: 
Steve Petrashune reports: 
The Local Law 1-2008 on Cold War Veterans Tax Exemption will be addressed at tonight 
meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Planning Board: 
Joe Donnery (Planning Board Member) reported: The last Meeting there was 
conversation on looking into bringing the Saranac Field day back. 
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Senior Citizens: 
Phil Rice reports: 
Mr. Rice plans on attending the seniorÕs monthly meeting. 
                                                  
Saranac Fire Department: 
Nothing at this time. 
 
 
Building: 
Bob Blair reports: 
Nothing at this time. 
 
 
 
Newsletter, Website, Saranac Central School: 
Joe Gerardi reports: 
Joyce Ryan (Editor) of the Town Crier has been under the weather. 
Get well soon! 
Website is updated and looking good. 
The Supervisor will be attending a Spelling Bee at the Saranac School on Friday 
February 29, 2008. 
 
Historian: 
Nothing at this time. 
 
 
Attorney 
Nothing at this time. 
 
 
Unfinished Business: 
 
                                         Resolution 16 -2008 
 
Motion by: Phil Rice(C) second by: Bob Blair (C) 
PHILIP RICE-YES 
ROBERT BLAIR-YES 
GERALD DELANEY-YES 
JOE GERARDI-YES 
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Whereas: In the past the Town of Saranac has been the recipient of many man-hours of 
volunteer work from Camp Gabriel’s inmates which has benefited the town,  
 
Whereas:  In addition, the inmate crews have regularly tended to the spring restoration of 
the Saranac Independence Cemetery which has benefited the hamlet of Saranac, 
 
Whereas: Working in a community helps an inmate’s transition back into society which 
benefits the general public as a whole, 
 
Whereas: The intertwined North Country economy, which includes the integral Camp 
Gabriel’s, depends on a sustainable community which benefits the state as a whole, 
 
Whereas: The contention that Camp Gabriel’s was functioning under capacity and 
therefore a prime candidate for closure is an invalid conclusion since the under capacity 
situation is a direct result of DOC’s administration decision not to send inmates to that 
program and not at all an accurate reflection on program successes, 
 
Be it therefore RESOLVED: 
 
That the Town Board of Saranac opposes the closing of Camp Gabriel’s and supports all 
efforts to keep the viable program functioning as it has in the past. 
 
 
 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Cold War Veterans Tax Exemption 
                                              Resolution 17-2008 
Motion by: Gerald Delaney (Councilman) second by: Robert Blair (Councilman)       
PHILIP RICE-YES 
ROBERT BLAIR-YES 
GERALD DELANEY-YES 
JOE GERARDI-YES 
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                                   Local Law 1-2008 
                          Cold War Veterans Tax Exemption 

 
 
A local law to provide for an exemption from real property taxes for real property owned 
by veterans who rendered military service to the United State during the ÒCold WarÓ 
 
BE IT ENACTED by the Town of Saranac as follows: 
                                                 
WHEREAS, Section 458-b of the Real Property Tax Law authorizes a limited exemption 
from real property taxes for residential real property owned by veterans who rendered 
military service to the United State during the ÒCold WarÓ; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 458-b of the Real Property Tax Law authorizes municipalities to 
establish maximum exemption amounts; and 
 
WHEREAS in regard to ÒCold WarÓ veterans who own residential real property within 
the Town of Saranac, it is the desire of the Town Board to authorize the ÒCold WarÓ 
veterans exemption and establish maximum amounts; 
 
SECTION 1.  In accordance with the provisions of Section 458-b of the Real Property 
Tax Law of the State of New York, residential real property owned by veterans who 
rendered military service to the United State during the ÒCold WarÓ shall be exempt 
from town taxes. 
 
SECTION 2.  The maximum exemptions allowable from town real property taxation 
pursuant to Section 458-b of the Real property Tax Law shall be 10% of the propertyÕs 
assessment, not to exceed $8,000 multiplied by the latest final state equalization rate for 
service during the ÒCold WarÓ and a percentage of the propertyÕs assessment equal to 
one-half of any service connected disability rating not to exceed $40,000 multiplied by 
the latest final state equalization rate. 
 
SECTION 3.  This local law shall take effect immediately upon its filing with the 
Secretary of State. 
 
 
 
Request for Street Lighting: 
The Town Council has had several request for street lights from town residents. 



The Supervisor has looked into the issue, finding the policy of the Town of Saranac 
stating: 
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Street lights will be for the purpose of safety on and along the highway. They will be 
installed only 

1. When a highway safety hazard is presented to the town board, and  
2. At least one board member investigates the location of the said highway hazard to 

determine if a street light is necessary. 
The town board may designate a street light to be town wide lighting instead of 
lighting district when one of the following conditions is present: 
 
A. At intersections of town and county roads or town and state roads when the speed 

limit on either the county or state road is at least 40 mph., or 
B. At intersections of town roads when the town board find such intersection to be a 

safety hazard, or 
C.  At sharp curves or stops grades that the town board feels is a safety hazard. 
 
(Many request for street lights are actually for yard lights, and that is not the intent of 
street lights) 

 
 
 
Questions, Comments, Petitions from the floor: 
Robert Butler (County Legislature Area 6) Comments on anyone with any questions or 
concerns, he will address them. He was asked about the airport? Airport is very well. 
There is room for expanding in the near future. 
 
 
Authorization to Pay Audited Warrants: 
                                      Resolution 18-2008 
APPROVAL to PAY WARRANTS    
Motion by: Bob Blair (C) second by: Jerry Delaney(C) 
PHIL-YES 
BOB-YES 
JERRY-YES 
JOE-YES 
 
 
 
 
Adjourned meeting at 7:50 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Bell  
Town Clerk 


